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MISSIONS 



The Rockefeller Foundation 
and China 

Following upon the report of the special 
Commission of Investigation which was 
sent to China last year by the Rockefeller 
Foundation, a statement has now been 
issued by the president, John D. Rocke- 
feller, Jr., outlining the plans and purposes 
of the Foundation with regard to medical 
work in China. 

The Missionary Herald for May, in 
publishing the document, refers to it edi- 
torially as "assuring to all friends of the 
missionary enterprise." The tone of the 
statement, and in particular the Christian 
and missionary spirit which Mr. Rocke- 
feller manifests throughout, will be noted 
with gratification by all who are interested 
in the social and spiritual welfare of that 
great republic. 

While the Foundation properly regards 
its work as secular, it fully shares in the 
Christian ideal. Mr. Rockefeller says on 
this point : " While this work of the Founda- 
tion will be limited to medical service, we 
believe it to be the highest duty and privi- 
lege of all men to cherish the spirit of Jesus, 
and ever to live and act in that spirit. The 
desire of earnest Christians to communicate 
the spirit of Jesus to the Chinese and to the 
whole world, we appreciate to the full." 

High appreciation is also expressed of the 
medical work that has been done and is 
being done by the many missionary societies 
which have undertaken medical missions in 
China. The Foundation has no thought 
of superseding that work, but it looks for- 
ward to the most cordial and sympathetic 
co-operation with them, supplementing their 
work where, through lack of means, it is 
incomplete and multiplying it wherever 
possible without interference with the aims 
and methods of any individual society. 



The following are the four salient points 
which have been tentatively adopted by 
the Foundation: 

r. To assist missionary societies to 
strengthen their medical schools and hos- 
pitals by providing equipment and other 
facilities, and by making annual grants, 
as may be found expedient, for the support 
of physicians and nurses selected by the 
respective missionary boards, subject only 
to the Foundation's approval of the pro- 
fessional qualifications of the appointees. 

2. With the consent of the missionary 
boards, to reorganize and expand existing 
medical schools, with their hospitals, and to 
support these, wholly or in part, from its 
own funds. 

3. To aid other medical schools that 
are not strictly missionary. 

4. To establish, equip, and support new 
medical schools and hospitals. In choosing 
its agents, physicians, and nurses for inde- 
pendent schools or hospitals, the Founda- 
tion will select only persons of sound sense 
and high character, who are sympathetic 
with the missionary spirit and motive, who 
are thoroughly qualified for their work pro- 
fessionally, and who will dedicate them- 
selves to medical ministration in China. 

The White Man's Burden 

A writer styling himself Grapho has 
contributed a timely article to the Con- 
gregationalist of May 20. Quoting Kip- 
ling's catchy lines, 

Take up the white man's burden 

Ye dare not stoop to less, 
he considers what is the white man's burden 
as it is to be defined today and who are 
the people upon whom this burden must 
fall. Kipling defined the burden as — 

Your new-caught sullen peoples 

Half devil and half child ; 
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in other words, primitive men, brown, 
yellow, or black. 

Today, however, so this writer says, 
the white man's worst burden is the white 
man himself. The great nations of the 
world, mighty in their culture and their 
material power, have through a variety of 
causes, in which the economic predominates, 
reverted to the primitive. Primitive in- 
stincts have asserted themselves and primi- 
tive methods are being employed, until in 
the opinion of the writer "the white man 
who is to bear the burden has nearly nar- 
rowed down to the American man." The 
warring and clashing nations of Europe and 
the Orient are calling to America to save 
them from each other. This cry is a tribute 
to America's happy political and economic 
condition, but it may also be received by the 
nation as a challenge to its moral greatness. 

The vicarious suffering with stricken 
peoples, the relief of their distress, the 
maintenance of dignified self-restraint under 
provocation, the sincerity and integrity of 
the national soul, are things which must 
qualify this land to bear the white man's 
burden. The real white man under the 
burden of the world is not necessarily the 
man with the white skin, but the man with 
the white heart. There is a white man who 
blusters and boasts of his superiority, and is 
an offense wherever he goes. There is a 
white man who beats down the weak and 
excuses his conquest and crimes on the 
ground that his is the "paramount nation." 
"No doubt you have found," said President 
Wilson in his speech to the naturalized 
citizens of Philadelphia, "that justice in 
the United States goes otuy with a pure 
heart and right purpose, as it does every- 
where else in the world." That is the white 
nation, "the nation," as he added, "so 
right that it does not need to convince others 
by force that it is right." The other kind 
of white man is likely to make more burdens 
than he bears. His selfishness sends him 
forth looking for a people upon whom he can 



levy tribute, a people whom he can compel 
to bear his burdens. His superiority is a 
means of conquest, not of uplift. 

To repeat: the only man who can be 
trusted to bear the burdens of the world is 
the man with the white soul and the purpose 
of Christ who came to save us all. 

A Home Mission Cruiser 

Rev. G. LeRoy Hall has solved the prob- 
lem of getting his people out to church by 
taking the church to them. He has packed 
his church and parsonage on a forty-foot 
gasoline boat and by this means he has 
become the happy and efficient pastor of a 
large floating congregation. 

There are between twenty and thirty 
thousand people dwelling about the shores 
of Coos Bay on the coast of Oregon who 
until a short time ago were practically shut 
off from religious ministry. The June 
number of Missions gives an interesting 
account of the way in which these people 
are now being reached by the gospel message. 

The American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, largely through the efforts of Mr. Hall, 
who is in charge of the work, has provided a 
colportage cruiser, furnished with a cabin 
chapel accommodating from forty to fifty 
people. The boat is so arranged that one 
man can handle it. In this way the master 
of the craft can minister to about fifty 
communities. In some cases churches 
have been built, but in most places visited 
the boat is the meeting-house and Mr. Hall, 
in his different places of call, has secured an 
audience of about two thousand people and 
is able to visit many more. 

The work has been very successful, 
and the many expressions of appreciation 
wherever he has gone have convinced Mr. 
Hall that he has found a valuable method 
of Christian work. 

A Useful Mission Textbook 

The June number of Missions announces 
the publication of a useful work by Mrs. 
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Montgomery, entitled The King's Highway, 
which the editor recommends most highly, 
not only as an exceedingly entertaining 
book of travel, but as a thoroughly satis- 
factory review of the foreign mission field 
in Egypt, India, Burma, China, Korea, and 
Japan. 

The book is the outcome of a journey 
through the centers of the East, not in the 
usual superficial manner of the globe- 
trotting tourist, but with trained mind 
stored with historical knowledge, quick to 
seize upon the essentials. The work of 
Christian missions in all the countries 



visited is closely observed and considered; 
statistics are furnished, and an abundance 
of local coloring carries the reader into the 
atmosphere of the various peoples about 
whom Mrs. Montgomery writes so sym- 
pathetically. Naturally that which appeals 
most strongly to the author is the woman- 
hood of the East, the home life, and those 
special needs which a woman's intuition 
is quick to grasp. 

The book is recommended especially 
to the Christian women of America. It 
is from their standpoint that the study has 
been made. 
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Summer Work in Religions 
Education 

One of the indications of the increasing 
recognition of the importance of religious 
education is seen in the place which this sub- 
ject occupies in the summer schools and in- 
stitutes, and in the tendency to give to these 
institutions the name of "Summer Schools 
of Religious Education." During the sum- 
mer of 1915, special courses in various 
aspects cf educational psychology, religious 
pedagogy, Sunday-school methods and or- 
ganization, and the general principles and 
practices of religious education are being 
given at Chautauqua, N.V.; Fayette, Mo.; 
Summerland Beach, Ohio; Bethany Park, 
Ind.; Keuka Park, N.Y. ; Lexington, Ky.; 
Rock Hill, S.C.; Biloxi, Miss.; Baton 
Rouge, La.; Frankfort, Mich.; Canton, 
Mo.; Narragansett Pier, R.I. ; AsburyPark, 
N.J.; Northfield, Mass.; Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Besides the institutes and summer as- 
semblies there is the more formal and 
scholarly work in religious education at 
universities and colleges. Regular courses 
are being given this summer at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago with special courses and 
lectures for ministers and Sunday-school 
workers, at Columbia University in connec- 



tion with Union Theological Seminary, and 
at the University of California in connection 
with Pacific Theological Seminary. 

The next general convention of the Re- 
ligious Education Association, which will be 
the thirteenth annual meeting, will have for 
its topic "Religious Education in the Home, 
Church, and School," and will give especial 
attention to the correlation of the two latter 
agencies. Preliminary studies are now be- 
ing made of the various schemes and experi- 
ments in accredited study in the Bible and 
religion given by churches and received by 
the schools. 

A new course on international peace, pre- 
pared for adult classes in the Sunday school, 
has especial interest, not only on account of 
the value of its content and method, but be- 
cause it is the first official Sunday-school 
course issued by an interchurch body out- 
side the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation. The course has been prepared by 
a special committee appointed by the Com- 
mission on Christian Education in the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America. 

The past season has seen a larger exten- 
sion of the city-institute plan for training 



